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Firſt Epiſtle of St. Perzs, char. v. —4. 


The Elders avbich-are among you I erbent, who. am 405 an El- 
Ar, and a Witneſs of the fufferings of Chriſt, and 4% a 
partaker of the Glory that ſhall be revealed: feed the Flack 
of God which is among you, taking the overſight thereof, not 

. by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but of '@ 
ready mind ; neither as being Lords over God's heritage, hut 


| being enſamples to the Flocł : and when the Chief Shepherd - 


ball appear, ye ſhall receive a Crown of 2 that n | 
not away. 
F Ceed 1 the ſignature 2 Divine « Widow, | 

not only in the excellence and evidence of its do&rine, 
but in the frame and conſtitution of its eccleſiaſtical polity. 
JESUS CHRIST, who foreſaw the extenſion and univerſality 
of the Chriſtian name, found it expedient to give His Reli- 
gion a ſocial character: and this He divinely effected, firſt 
by impreſfling on the hearts of all his true diſciples that all- 
accompliſhgd Charity, which Qhould diſpoſe them to exer- 
eiſe mutual good-offices ; and then, by applying the princi- 


ple of Charity to form a plan of Church-communion and | 


government, beſt adapted to the preſent welfare and future | 


hopes of the whole united body: and the accompliſhment 


ite large extent and univerſal influence. 
A2 


of this plan is no leſs admirable for its 2 muy for 


4) 


i — 


* 


The firſt out-line of Church-polity was of divine original, 
in Our- Lord's aflpoiptment 'of the x11] Apoſtles, and xx 
diſciples, the numbers being adapted to thoſe of the Tribes 
and firſt Heads of Families of the Jewiſh nation. The v1: 
' Deacons! of Apoſtolical inſtitution completed the eceleſiaſti- 
cal Orders. Other claſſes of the Chriſtian miniſtry, which 
we read of 'in Scripture and Antiquity, were temporary and 
extraordinary. I nerd not nicely diſcriminite theſe offices, 
but that they were diſtin& is apparent. The Seventy were 
the ſeminary, from which the other orders were elected, and 
the marks of diſtinction given to the Apoſtles, were nearly the 
ſame powers which Our Lord himſelf exerciſed on earth, 
and, as ſuch, were almoſt above the condition of humanity. 
Thus, the wiſdom of cuR1sT, on this as on other 'beca- 
fions, transferred into His own Religion ſo much of the 
Jewiſh polity ang ritual as was conſiſtent with its ſpiritual 
nature; and thus made the anten W . frony the: 
tory to Fra Alien Wenn Meins att en n . 
og (1 U OOPS Tat nin kft ar t ef 

eie we ſeyle of the New Veftatien, dir the common 
_ title of Eldets or Preſbyters are included the diſtinet Orders 
of the Chriſtian miniſtry. Priority of age ahd venerable 
manners were the firſt recommendation tothe honours of 
the eccleſiaſtical office. St. Peter modeſtly ume no 
| higher title, notwithſtanding the eminence'of his apoſtolic 
character, Which conſtituted Him and all the Sachsd Col- 
lege Biſhops at large over the Univerſul Church. But he 
thoſe on this occaſion a ſubordinate title, oujumgeoBireges, 
while he gives the higher appellation, trio οονο , indiſ- 
criminately to thoſe whom he addreſſes: thus making his 
T 3 counſels 


connſels the more in engaging humility” 
with which, he imparts. them: a modeſt y,",whigh. his pre- 
tended infallible ſucceſſors would: have done wellto imitafe, | 
inſtead of lording it over God's heritage the Church, in ex- 
t at t ae, anten 1 % And 
; lege 
The 1 were inveſted ho cuRIST 4 a high and 
legiſlative authority, ſimilat to His own on earth, and in ſome: 
reſpects limited to their own perſons; ſuch, in particular;. 
as their deciding and eſtabliſhing articles of Faith and 
Doctrine. Their powers of Diſcipline and Government 
they imparted to the Evangeliſts and Biſhops, who were 
commiſſioned. to ordain Elders in every place. At the firſt, 
when the Churches were rare, and the Preſbyters ſew, they 
watched over their local. charge without the pexſonal inſpec- 
tion or preſence of the Biſhop or Evangeliſt who ordained 
them N when. the Faithful became ſo numerous, as to 
form & ſocieties in the principal cities; it was then 
1 that a Biſhop ſhould preſide over them in 
perſon. When the epiſcopal Office became vacant, the. 
Election or, Approbation of a .Succeſigr was veſted in the 
People; the Conſecration in other Biſhops, aſſiſted by the 
Preſpyters of the place. Thoſe Preſbyters, 200 laboured in 
te werd and goctrine, thoſe eſpecially whoſe. zeal. carried. 
them beyond their, local duty to undertake, the converſion. 
of the Jews and Gentiles, were accounted worthy of double: 
. honour ; and from ſuch was commonly elected the Biſhop. 
when the office as vacant either by a natural death or he- 
roic martyrdom. So little ſcope had ambition on theſe. OC-- 


5 RR that although an. excluſive power of, Ordination and. 
Government: 


. 


15 ] 
Government was imparted to one of the Preſbyters, he Kin 


held the name of an Elder in common with the reſt; as the 
name a 2 al ſo en! to a 1 * « 


soch, if I miſtake. not, is the native picture of the 
_ Chriftian polity in the apoſtolic age. When St. Paul con- 
vencd the Elders of the Church of Epheſus at Miletus, he 
made his noble and pathetic addreſs to both the Orders. 
When to the Corinthians he ſpeaks of himſelf as one of the 
miniſters of cuR1sT, it is always with a reſervation of his 
apoſtolic authority. To the Epheſians, he claſſes the Chriſ- 
tian miniſtry. in their reſpective departments: Apoſtles, 
Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, and Teachers. That the 
Evangeliſts ſometimes had an excluſive power of Ordaining 
both Biſhops and Preſbyters, appears from the admirable 
Epiſtle to Titus: for this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou 
fhouldeſt Ordain EIL DERS in every city, as I had appointed 
thee for a B18HOP muſt be blameleſs.—That the names were 
convertible appears both from this text, and from the ad- 
dreſs to all the Saints at Philippi, with the Biſhops and Dea- 
cons, But the common title of both orders being produc- 
tive of ſome confufion, ſeems to have occaſioned St. John 
to check thoſe emulations which aroſe concerning preemi- 
nence, and to give to the governing Order in a Yu cities | 
of Aſia the auguſt title of Angeli oY the 1 react 


Cotval with- the canon of the New Teſtament was the 
firſt epiſtle of St. Clement, the third biſhop of Rome. He 
every where conſiders the epiſcopal office as the center of 
vers in — to 3 ſchiſm: and, as he 

| wrote 


| r. I > 
wits. before the-deſiruQtion ef the-JowidsiTanogley kits 
vailing idea of the Evangelic Miniſtry ſeems taken from our 
Saviour's own, inſtitution as analagous en . 
n . FILE" 75 
710 


But Me den ci erties e 
changed for terms more familiar to the Roman worid; tho 
_ eccleſiaſtical titles being all of elegant uſe in the: civil go- 
vernment of that great empire. The martyr Ignatius, in tho 
reign of Trajan, conſtantly: adheres to the preſent received 
diſtinction of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. His Epiſtles; 
authenticated by Buſebius, are ſo  perfeRly in. character, 


written in the Aſiatic ſtyle;. with a fervoun and incoeceQneſs. = 


| ſuitable to his ſituation as à candidate for martyrdom; 
that theſe marks of genuineneſs outweigh, all __ » 
of thoſe who wiſh to be rid of their eyidence. N 


To: civilians the coifeainidy to: the beſt antiquity; G ob- 
ſreablada qur-own Eſtabliſhment::: by the firſt of the apo 
ſtolical. canons, Biſhops: were conſecrated by two or three 
Biſhops : and the ſixth canon of the Firſt Council of Nice, 
requires the conſent. of the Metropolitan. When the 
Church obtained a Civil Eftabliſhment in the Kingdoms of 


Europe, and Kings became its nur fing-fathers, in confider- _ - 


ation of its aiding the ſtate by the ſanctions of Religion 3 
Biſhops. obtained a part: of the: In ig per dg 
the right of. inveſtiture.. ; 


Thus much may ſalfice;on * 3 reſyort=- x 
ing. the 2 and inſtitution of this. high and ſacred Office: 


which 


\ 
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; which 1 with its duties, that the 


deſcription of both is inſeparable in the dritiangs of the 
New Teſtament. The epiſcopal chanicter, as deſotibed 


with exacteſt lineaments by its great etemplar St. Paul, in 


his Epiſtles to Timothy and to Titus, approaches to the 
utmoſt perfection of the Chriſtian liſe. What an aſſrmblage 


of 'grices and dalehts l. What a finiſhed: portrait of all, that 


is amiable dnd veiterable i tempeting authority with benig- 


nity di and exemplifying, ih all ita features, the beauty of 


Holineſs } Blamelſt, as the ſteward of Gad; va lover of ho- 
pitality, à lover god men, ſaber, guſt, holy, temperate ; 


, bolding faſt rb fuitihful word. Our Apoſtle in the text 
gives the tike:deſcription of modeſt Merit, inveſted with 
dignity without ambition, diſintereſted, zealous, exemplary, 

| e n view abe ſufferings of W _ the _ 


that enen Eee (ian +9 


The Epiſcopal Chirefier-inelintes the. Virtues/of the Me- 
rior orders, together with the Authority of its o]. To 


give a ſummary of both — The evangelical paſtor, whether 


Preſbyter or Biſhop, ſhould be from early youth deſtined and 


educated to this ſacred profeſſion, both to ſecure! the inte- 


grity of his views, and to adapt his character to its duties. 
He ſhould: poſſeſs from Nature thoſe endowments which are 
requiſite in an office laborious both to the body and ſpitits: 
a clear and firm voice, a ſtyle and pronunciation, aided by 
the beſt rules of a pure and ſimple trhetoric, neither ruſtic 


nor theatrical. Next follow the qualities of the Underſtand- 
jag; previous Learning, or Philology : Natural theiſm and 


Philoſophy: : a familiar acquaintance with the languages and 


1 compoſition 


1 9:] 
compoſition of both the Scriptures, with whatever may beſt 
illuſtrate them: Judgment and Penetration, to diſcern the 
true ſenſe of Scripture : Imagination, in inventing ſuitable 
topics of inſtruction : Perſpicuity, in teaching: Eloquence, 
to perſuade: Firmneſs and Courage, to convince. and im- 
preſs the truths of Inſpiration. To theſe, the accompliſhed 
Divine adds the various provinces - of Theology: Church- 
Hiſtory and Juriſprudence ; the beſt Fathers; the dogmatic; 
the moral; the polemic; the aſcetic, But how inferior are 
all theſe endowments of nature and erudition'! how much 
more eaſily attainable, than thoſe eſſential qualifications of 
divine grace, the Virtues of the Heart! When to all theſe 


merits, or rather gifts, in which mediocrity may be even 
applauded in private paſtors, we add that eminence in each, 


together with the weight of government and diſcipline ;. to 
be exerciſed, not only in the ſage and cautious choice and 
ordination and employment of fit Miniſters, but in a wiſe 
and watchful attention to the true intereſts of Religion in ſo 
renowned a national Eſtabliſhment ; with a general regatd 
to the preſent ſtate of the Church of nn: while human 
virtue cannot move in a-ſublimer ſphere, it muſt ever feel 


itſelf in/ufficient for theſe things. 


The epiſcopal office is not od to be exerciſed in the ſpirit 
of theſe general and univerſal virtues, but has alſo a peculiar 


ſcope allotted to it, from the varying condition of the times. 


Even in the Firſt Century, our golden age, the Apoſtles con- 
. deſcended to intermix the perſonalities and ſpecial controver- 
fies of that æra, with thoſe doctrines of univerſal obligation 
which they have left as a a poſſeſſion for n The primi- 


B my ai 


' 
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10 
tive Biſhops are great examples of a wiſe adaption of conduct 
and character to the times they lived in. Ignatius and Cle- 
ment, wögſe names are in the book of life, not only impreſſed 
on mens minds the general-maxims of the goſpel, but ſpe- 
cially urged the great principle of Unity, then much relaxed, 
and-afterwards ſtill more, by the prevailing ſchiſms and here- 
fies of the Second Century. In a later age, when Chriſtianity 
began to be corrupted by its Eſtabliſhment, the great 
St. Chryſoſtome laboured indefatigably to reform the man- 
ners of the Capital City of the Eaſtern Empire; and, even 


in his exile, extended his cares to the converſion of the bar- 


barous nations : illuſtrious example, of Eloquence devoted to. 


its nobleſt purpoſe ! of Talents employed in the ſervice of 


HIM who gave them! verifying that almoſt ideal character 


of a conſummate Divine, an eloquent man, and mighty in the 


fſeriptures. 


- 


Our Englith Biſhops have fhewn the ſame kind of merit, 
and ſeem, like the ancient prelates, to have been ſuited to 
their ſtate and times by HIM who holds the ſtars in his right 
hand, Cranmer laboured to perfect our Eſtabliſhment, and 


fell its Martyr with more than Roman fortitude ; 


Si non erraſſet, fecerat ille minus. 


Others completed and adorned our Liturgy. Thoſe incom- 


- - parable men of the laſt age, who cultivated in the ſhades of 


adverſe fortune, and literary retirement, thoſe great abilities 
which they afterwards brought into life and action, were a 
firm and invincible barrier againſt irreligion and popery, 
even When ſupported by the regal name. Nor is our own 


= age 


Fam} 
age without examples of ſimilar merits, ſuited to the exigen- 
cies of the times we live in. Our illuſtrious Metropolitan 
has, with exemplary prudence, in trying times, preſerved 
the Peace of the Church, and extended a generous patronage 
to its Miniſters, Others, by their writings,” have defended 
Religion, and the Eſtabliſhment, and promoted the intereſts 
of Sacred Literature. We have yet among us ſhining exam< 


ples of Evangelic Faith and SanRity,' adorned with ex- 


quiſite Erudition and elegance of Taſte. If my preſaging 
mind does not deceive me, ſome will aſpire to unite theſe 
various excellencies; while all exemplify the benign 
and tolerating genius of Chriſtianity, The Eſtabliſhed 


Church, we truſt, will never be without a ſucceſſion of ſuch 


Governors, ſo long as its Honours are open to merit in every 


rank; ſo long as the Royal Favour impartially diſtinguiſhes 


as well thoſe, who by theit genius, induſtry, and probity 
adorn the ſhades of private life, as thoſe who reflect on their 
ſacred Office the dane 2 105 e * a en line bac Noble 
Anceſtors. hene 5 | an 

With theſe ideas of our aue Felicity; 1 bow hall I b. 
ſume to offer my private thoughts of farther emendations and 
improvements? Would it not be prudent, to ſuppreſs our 
ſanguine wiſhes, and to acquieſce in that degree of Excel- 


lence, to which our church hath already attained ? Yet, the 


honeſt indiſcretion of ſpeaking uſeful Truths, may perhaps 
engage the attention of Noble and Candid Minds. The 
only object I ſhall preſume to mention, as worthy to employ 


the wiſdom of our: Prelates, is THE STATE OF THE PA- 


ROCHIAL- CLERGY. I ſhall ſpeak with 1 more ſimplicity 
1e B 2 on 


f 


1 
on this important ſubject, as being both experienced and 
difintereſted ; and becauſe ſome wiſe and generous ſpirits are 


already engaged in this arduous work, the promoting the 


tranquillity and uſefulneſs of the parochial Miniſtry. 


Permit a diſintereſted advocate to expreſs his wiſhes in 
behalf of ' thoſe, whoſe conſtant labour, in the word and 
doctrine are the very ſupport of the Chriſtian Name among 
the great body of the people; and whoſe preſent incon- 
veniences. ſolicit the interpoſition of the Legiſlature, to en- 
courage their $TUDIES ; to inforce their RESIDENCE ; and 
to facilitate their PA$ToRAL DUTIES. Theſe are the chief 
departments of the epiſcopal government; and the felicity 


of the Church of England, much depends, under the Divine 


Providenee, on a learned, a diligent, and a conſcientious 
Clergy ; ſuch as their character js deſcribed in the text, 
whole elegant ambiguity is equally applicable, both to the 
Governours and the Paſtors of the Church ; and each may 
find in it their reſpective duties: Condeſcenſion, Vigilance, 
and Protection, on the one part; Zeal and Alacrity, untainted 
by ambition and avarice, on the other. 


The attention already ſhewn to Sacred Erudition, is an 
earneſt of what the Church of curisT may expect from 
Your zeal for the advancement of Scriptural Science, not 
only among the Clergy, and others verſed in ſacred criticiſm, 
but among the whole body of the Faithful. Literature, 
ſacred Literature, is our ornament and defence. The Prieſt's 
lips ſhould keep knowledge : and we are. commanded to give 
attendance to reading by the ſame example and authority, 


which 


| L 198513 
which preſcribes our moral and eccleſiaſtical duties. That ? 


in ſo learned an age, the parochial clergy are competently 
learned, and many of them eminently! ſo, is not to be 


doubted. But an encouraging diſtinction of theological and 


ancient learning, would not' only reward the learned and 
virtuous, but would create virtue, . induſtry, and erudition 
in the riſing age. Such, I know, is the ſpirit that animates 
our prelacy, that they look with a benign and fayouring 
eye on ſuch of the Clergy, in their reſpectivę dioceſes, as 
ſtudy to deſerve well either of letters or of religion. But 1 
am not ſingular in the opinion, that Theology, as a Science, 
will not generally flouriſh, till it is taught as a Science in 
all its branches, to all the candidates for Holy Orders in 
both our Univerſities: and it would be happy, if the luxury 
of the times did not throw an obſtacle in the way of the 
literary education of many able but indigent young En. 


in thoſe 8 ſeminaries *. 
The 


* This Note is addreſſed to ſuch young Candidates for Holy Or- 
ders, as reſide in our Univerſities during the interval between their 
Firſt and Second degree. This interval of about Four Years may be 
filled up with a noble and delightful courſe of Theological Studies ; 
which I will adventure to arrange as follows: firſt, adviſing the 
Student to conſult ſome eminent Divine for his ſenſe or improve 
ment of i it. < 


Previous to theſe Studies, I could wiſh the Student to have regu- 
lated his purſuits in philology and philoſophy by that complete 
. ſcheme which he may find in the ryth Chapter of the Firſt Book of 
BUDDEVUS'S Jagoge, which he ſtyles Propedeumata, Leaving this 
out of our preſent _ I would only way to have the Aſpirant to 

Theology 


TI 14 ] 
The firſt diſciples of cur1sT were unlearned and ignorant 
the divine inſpiration and power ſupplied in them the defect 
| | of 


Theology familiarized with the two nobleſt authors of gentile an- 
tiquity, PLATO and CICERO. 


The works of Plato reſemble a RO and extenſive Proſpect, in 
which the richeſt arable and paſture is adorned with Rocks, Woods, 
and Waters,/ and r with a full proportion of barren heath 
and common. 


Cicero, like a Ferme ornel, is every where froitful 10 elegant, 
with long approaches and ſtately porticos. The reader of Cicero's 
philoſophy (which is the only part of his writings zow recommend- 
ed) may uſe only the edition of Davies: but he will be much aided 
in the argument and method by the fine French tranſlations of Deſ- 
marais, Durand, Olivet, Bouhier, &c. 


In reading Plato, it will be adviſeable to have al the helps that 
are acceſſible, and both the Editions, of Ficinus and Serranus : the 
former is the moſt literal Tranſlator, the latter the beſt Commenta- 
tor. But neither was equal to the enterprize: * ubi enim in latinis 
* heroica illa vis et ſubtilitas grandiloqua?' ubi la beata nec tamen 
© otioſa verborum luxuries?” | | 


The Hebrew and Greek scp runs (the ſacred ſources of Theo- 
logy) may be commodiouſly read in Four Years, according to the 
received diviſion of the Hebrew Bible into Four Parts, the penta- 
teuch, the hiſtory, the poetic books, the prophets. In ſtudying the 
Hebrew text, in the editions of Montanus, Vanderhooght, gr Mi- 
chaelis, with Taylor's Lexicon, let the Student, after every verſe, 
carry his eye from the pointed Bible to the fame verſe in Dr. Kenni- 
cott's edition; noting the V. LL. of importance. The N. T. may 
be read through, twice in Four Years, in the editions of Mill and 

N Wetſtein. 


Ca * - 5 p \ a F y O y F bet you 8 
* " * v ? - „ r Y a 
. = al © * 
- . 
p , * 
i * wed ” 
* . 
* 

33 

5 5 1 bo 


of human literature, and atteſted their doctrine by miracles. 
Yet we may collect, that even the. moſt illiterate of them 
were 


ih 5 


Wetſtein. Le Clerc is perhaps the beſt PO commentator: of the 
Ancients, St. Jerome and St. Chryſoſtome. x 


The Student will find a correct map of every pebeider k in Theo- 
logy in J. F. Buddeus's iſagoge ad Theologiam Univerſam ſingu- 
laſque ejus partes. Lipſ. 1730. 4. and it will be adviſable to accom- 
pany this entertaining literary hiſtory with the actual W of 
Books and MSS. in public Libraries. 


With the hiſtoric Scriptures, read JoSEPHUS, of Havercamp' s edi- 
tion, and J. F. Buddei Hiſtoria Eccleſiaſtica Veteris Teſtamenti. 
"Hale, 1726. 4. abſtracting the latter, and indeed the other works of 
this Author, in a pure and perſpicuous Engliſh ſtyle: an exercife of 
great uſe and facility, as the ideas are prepared, Verbaque proviſam 
rem non invita ſequentur. [PH, and the ancient verſions, may 
be reſerved for a more diſtant period: too much mg, breeds * 
fuſion. ] 


In order to attain a general idea of Theadhy, the Student will 4 
well to ſpend a month or two in peruſing c. M. yrarri inſtitutiones 
theologiæ dogmaticæ et moralis, 1721. 8. This is a warm and ani- 
mated book, full of addreſſes to the heart and conſcience, 
Let the Firſt Lear be employed on Jo. Fr. Buddei inſtitutiones 
Theologiz Moralis, Lip. 1727. 4. This work, if carefully ab- 
ſtrated with that view in pure Engliſh, will furniſh abundant to- 
pics for the moſt efficacious Sermons; which may be afterwards eaſily 
written on your own collections. The firſt part of this treatiſe is a true 
picture of human nature. Le Clerc, Bibl. Ch. xxiv. 37 5=383, thinks 


the features overcharged, and you may temper your judgment by . 


bis obſervations. The third part is expreſsly on the Paſtoral Office. 
4 F The: 


* 


1 


were diligently converſant in the Jewiſh Scriptures. But in 
St. Paul we have an inſtance of a learned Apoſtle: and the 


different conduct of Providence in this inſtance, will 


ſtrengthen the proof of a divine revelation, drawn from the 
defect of ſcience in the reſt. In St. Paul, who was called fo 
late to the Apoſtleſhip for a particular purpoſe, the conver- 
ſion of the Gentiles, the defect of literature and eloquence 
would have been a bar to his reception among the poliſhed 
nations of Greece and the Empire, and would have diſquali- 

| NS) fied 


© The Second and Third Years of this courſe will be well employed 
on the Theologia Dogmatica of Buddeus, Lipſ. 1723. 4. aſſiſting the 
memory by Walch's compendium, 1740. 12. The ſecond, third, 


and fourth books, of this great and learned ſyſtem, comprehend 


the eſſential topics of theoretic divinity : a lucid Engliſh . 
ment of it would be itſelf a noble and uſeful work. 


A full year is ſtill before us, for the reviſal of paſt Studies; and 


for the reading of the daſſical Fathers; the Apoſtolic, of Le Clerc's 


edition, 1724. f. the Apologiſts; the Acta Martyrum, 1713; and 
Origen's noble work againſt Celſus, in the 8 Edition, with 
Bouhereau's tranſlation. 


If you add kus EBTus's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 1720. f. and 11 L. 
Moſhemii commentarii de Rebus Chriſtianorum ante Conſtantinum 
M. 1753. 4. few things will be wanting to form an accompliſhed 


divine, even before you enter on the Sacred profeſſion, 


It would perhaps facilitate theſe ſtudies, if a ſmall party of Stu- 
dents ſhould occaſionally meet together for Conference, and for 
comparing their written Collections, which ſhould be elaborate, in 
three parts, The exegetic, moral, and dogmatic, all from Buddeus, 
who is ſyſtematical not only in each part, but! in referring from one 
part 


* 


» "5 
Nn. 
N 


in] 


Fed him for the founding of Churches and ſettling their po- 
lity. This great Apoſtle wanted no accompliſhment 'of 
Learning or Eloquence, though he was content to forego 
their application, that our faith ſhould not Rand in the Wiſdom 
of man, but in the Power of God, by which he does not ex- 
clude the real ſcience of divine ſtudies, but only a falſe 
- philoſophy and meretricious rhetoric, as then taught i in the 
ſchools of Greece, I came unto you, not with excellency of 
SPEECH or of WisDOM, declaring to you the teftimony of Gs 
but my Merch and my preaching © was not * with OY words of 


oil ; be Mahal that RP NR GT 
- uſeful and inſtructive writings: | to which, as a ſummary of the 
doctrine and diſcipline of the New Teſtament, I add his laſt work, 

Eccleſia Apoſtolica, Jenz, 1729. 8. | 
I T have confined my attention in „ 

The Student will of courſe read the uſual books on the doctrine 
and diſcipline of the Church. of England; All this taken. together 
Forms ſo practicable and fo delightful a Gourſe of true Science, a8 
to recommend itſelf to the experiment of ſuch Young Perſons of 
_ leiſure, induſtry, and talents, who are diſpoſed to conſecrate o 

Four Years one fourth part of their time to this divine em 
ment: eſpecially, if they purſue theſe ſtudies in a ſpilit e dende 
and Chriſtian virtue. The devotional and aſcetic writings of Biſhop 

TAYLOR will tranquillize the mind, a be the anne and 
reform the heart. ; 

I add the advice of sznzca in his ud Epiltle: * lad ide, 1 ne ſts 
lectio multorum auctorum et omnis generis voluminum habeat ali» 
4 quid vagum et inſtabile: certis ingeniis immorari et innutriri 
4 * fi yelis "nu * 8 ** in anime feliciter ſeceat.” - 
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man's 10 en, but in demonfration of the Spirit and. Power. 
It is gentile philoſophy and falſe rhetoric, which St. Paul 
excludes from his preaching : while he ſtrenuoufly recom- 
mends by his example and writings the aids of t theological 
learning in teaching the Goſpel. Hence his ſolicitude for 
his Books and Parchments, 2 Tim. iv. 13. which were 
probably Books of Jewiſh theology, and Commentaries on 
the Scriptures, or Collections i in the courſe of his own ſtu- 


dies. Hence, his advice to his young aſſociates, Timothy 


and Titus: give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doc- 
trine ; meditate upon theſe things; give thyſelf wholly to them ; 
that thy profiting may appear to all. Neglect not the Gir r 
that is in thee, &c. from all which, it is apparent, that 
even thoſe who were endowed with ſuper-natural Gifts were 
not exempted from diligence and ſtudy in the miniſterial 


office of teaching Religion. Study to ſhew thyſelf approved 


unto God; a workman that needeth not tb be aſhamed ; rightly . 
dividing the word of truth.—In dbctrine ſhewing untorruptneſts 


gravity, fncerity, ſound Speech that cannot on condemned, 


Learning and Chrittiaoity have ever kept pace with each 
other, and flouriſhed or declined together, In the Auguſtan 
and following Age, the Goſpel was taught and practiſed in 
all its purity. When the Roman Learning declined with 
the Empire, Religion ſympathized with it, being overrun 
with hereſies, contentions, ſuperſtitions: till ignorance, cor- 
ruption of manners, and the invaſion of Barbarians, were 
alike deftructive to Religion and Science. This was the fa- | 
tal completion of that prophecy of Tfaiah, which imputes the 
ruin of Religion and the Empire to the ignorance and vices 

of 
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of the Roman Clergy. All ye beafts of the feld, come to FL 
vour ; yea, all ye beaſts of the fore eſt ; which graphically. de- 
ſcribes the Northern barbarians ; as in what follows, the ſu- 
pineneſs of the Clergy : his watchmen are bling, they-are all 
ignorant, they are all dumb dogs that cannot bark, ſleeping, 
| lying down, loving to Number : yea, they are greedy dige, that: 
can never have enough ; they are ſhepherds, that cannot under- 
fand. Thus the ſplendour of Learning and. Religion were” 
_ almoſt extinguiſhed in the Weſtern, world: and it is from the- 
revival of Learning, that we date the e æra on; 
the Reformation. 


The Goſpel, in every age once its firſt 3 hath, 
excited the moſt inquiſitive curiolity to examine its high pre»: 
tenſions. In the very times, of the Apoſtles, the facts and 
origin of the Chriſtian Religion were carefully inquired into 
by its friends and enemies, In the 1d, 111d, and ivth- Cen- 

turies, the Chriſtian, apologiſts had very learned antagoniſts . 

to contend. with, ſuch as Creſcens the cynic, Celſus the epi- 

curean, Porphyry the platoniſt, the ſophiſts Libanĩus, Max- 

imus and the reſt, with their imperial pupil, Julian. Nor 

hath this literary war been eyer intermitted. Hence, Wee 
may conclude with Moral Certainty, that the Goſpel, which 

from the Auguſtan age to the preſent time hath ſypported ſo 

ſtri& a ſcrutiny, and defended its Truth by fair m ; 

is at once a Reaſonable and a Divine Religion. 1 


For us, When we have the example of an inſpired Apoſtle, 
highly learned himſelf; having with him an eloquent aſſo-— 
ciate and mighty in the Scriptures; and injoining his diſci- 
C 2 | "ples © RN 
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e 
r, to ſtir vp the gift that is in them by diligent ſtudy : : 
if this meaſure of Science and Application was ſo requiſite 

' even in thoſe times of divine illumination; they are evi- 

, ently indifpenſable, when God only vouchſafes his com- 


mon bleſſing to a right application of Talents, Induſtry, ant: 
oral Qualifications, in His ervice. 


* RESIDENCE is our next duty : and it is our happineſs. 
We are never ſo happy, as when engaged in the conſtant 
offices of our local ſtations. This was perhaps in the 
Apoſtle's intention, when he injoins the Elders to feed the 
flock of God that is AM THEM : each labouring in his. 
own department, whether more er leſs extenſive, either i in 
the way of government, or of inſtruction, or both, to im- 
prove and meliorate the ftation allotted him. Be it then 
one great object of our Superiors, that we have Houſes to 
reſide in, and that our extra- parochiał refidence be remedied' 
and Encouraged. The honeſt Clergyman in the center of 
* His Pariſh, is always projecting worthy ſchemes for its be- | 
_ nefit. Under his inſpection, abuſes are prevented, nothing 
1 goes to decay; a ſpirit of Concord, Order, and Decency is 
. kept up. He is either employed in the perſonal attentions, 

of his Office, or in literary labours: he is edifying and 
exemplary to his flock : his very amuſements are blameleſs 
and ingenuous : he is reſpectable as a country-gentleman on 
bis own freehold: in a word, he fhines in his proper ſphere,, 
with the mild and uſeful luſtre of his clerical character. 


The freedom I have taken in ſpeaking with fo much "Wo 
| plicity on theſe topics, requires a more refined apology than. 
| un 


[ 21 7 
Jam able to offer. Conſulting my own heart, it bath dic- 
ated theſe ſentiments, from an ardent love to the Church of 
England, and a great veneration for its Conſtitation and 
Government. From ſuch diſcuſſiens, which are the proper 
reſſort of thoſe in high and public ſtations, it becomes me 
to turn to the great and animating Hope, which ſhould. 
chiefly influence all orders of the Clergy in their facred du- 
ties. So far only, attentive to our worldly concerns and in- 
tereſts; as thoſe concerns encourage and enable us to fu 
our miniſtry ; we ſhould not entanglr ourſelves with the affairs 
of this life, that we may phaſe uIM who hath choſen ur. The 
moſt ſoothing circumſtance of our facred profeſſion is, that 
all its proper ſtudies and duties coincide with the great aims 
of the Chriſtian Life: the improving our theory of Faith; 
advancing the ſanctification of the heart; and obtaining r 
end Li our Faith, the Jn ef « our Of crak . 
The cls principles and hgh of x chien \ billy 
2 a Chtiſtian Biſhop, are marked with precifion in the 
: The ſufferings of cnr18T, and the Glory That Ball be 
ee St. Peter was an eye- witneſs of thoſe inexpreffible 
ſufferings, which were ſo alarming to his fears, as for a time 
to ſhake his fidelity. But, one awakening glance from his 
LORD recovered him to repentance, and ' prepared him for 
martyrdom. He Jaw the VICTIM OF THE UNIVERSE extend- 
ed on the crofs. We too, by Faith, with the cyes of our mind, 
ſhould often contemplate that wondrous expiation. It is 
the baſis of the Chriſtian theology: and it would be not un- 
ſeaſonable, if the pure and apoſtolic principles of the Biſhop 
1 oy conſecrated were ſo recommended to all the Clergy;. 
| AS 
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as to engage them, aſſiduouſly to preach CHRIST cruciſicd; 
and /o to ſtate that amneſty and gratuitous redemption, which 
CHRIST alone hath effected, as to raiſe, on the Faith of 
n1M who is the rock of ages, the fair and eternal ſtructure 
of Chriſtian Morality, 


Senification in heart and life is the eſſential ornament of 
the epiſcopal character. Hol IN ESS To THE LORD Was in- 
ſcribed on Aaron's mitre: and it is a pleaſing portrait, which, 
is given us by the lateſt of the Prophets. My covenant was 
with him of life and peace; and I gave them to bim, for the 
fear wherewith be feared me, and was afraid before my name. 
The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found 
in his tips: be walked with me in peace and equity, 1. did 


turn many away from iniguity. 


To be partakers of the "AY that ſhall be revealed is the 
delightful hope and celeſtial proſpect, which our Religion 
ſets before us. CuRr1sT alone hath brought life and immor- 
tality to ligt by wits goſpel. The life of the ſoul, the 
incorruption of the body, are doctrines ſet in ſo clear and 

92 ſtrong a light by Chriſtianity, as to rectify the errors, to 
\ i diſpel the doubts, and confirm the hopes of Nature, and 
\\ to animate us to conſtancy and progreſſion in every virtuous 
N ſentiment and practice. For ſe, as our Apoſtle excellently 
expreſleth it, an entrance ſhall be miniſtered to us abundantly 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour jESus 
CHRIST. And when either our arduous ſtudies, or the 
weight of buſineſs, depreſs the labouring mind ; when either 
the Afflictions of Life diſcourage and diſconcert us, or the 
blandiſh- 


E 
blandiſhments of Proſperity relax our virtues; or the appa- 
rent inefficacy of our miniſtry leads us to deſpond, as if- we 
had /aboured in vain and ſpent our firength for nought : if in 
all events we think and ſpeak and act, as uniformly as we 
can, on the exalted principles of our ſacred profeſſion; we 
ſhall be enabled to cheer our drooping ſpirits, by the hope 
and proſpect of that amaranthine crown, which, when the - 
CHIEF SHEPHERD ſhall appear, will be the excteding great 
reward, the eternal weight of glory, promiſed to all his faith- 
ful Miniſters : @ crown of righteouſneſs, which the LokD the 


righteous judge ſhall give 4 that 1 unto all them that love 
bis appearing, | 


Now unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only 


wiſe God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen 
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